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ST. JOSEPH DE BEAUCE - This region just north
of the Quebec-Maine border is alrcady renowned for
spawning small and medium-size businesses that ex-
port to the United States.

Now it boasts what is described as the only compa-
nyinCanada that manufactures components for grand
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Company expanding

And there may not be anybody be~ter at making
them til,an Bolduc, a 45-year-old ex-policeman who
hastl!med a hobby into a fast-gro\ying s.rnall business
with $1 ,million in revenue and customersjlround the
globe.' ,

Mason & Hamlin, a 100-year-old i\.1assachuse.tts
piano manufacturer with a top-quali~ repl,ltation. Te-
cently commissioned Bolduc to provide sound boards
and pin-blocks for 20 grand pianos it will make in the
next 12 months.

Last month, Fazioli of Italy orderecll 0 maple pin-
blocksfrom Bolduc, and dea,ls with other companies
are on the way, he gays.

The sudden spurt in business hasprompted Bolduc
to invest $100,000 in expanding bis factory and pur-
chasing new equipment. He'll also be increasing bis
work force to 10 frorn seveI1by the end of~e Year.

Bolduc grew up in Montreal; where hi: was trained
as a cabinet-maker and developed an interest in tuning
and repairiI1g pianos. He later joined the Sûreté du
Québec, where he was an officer for 19 yeaTs while ,continuing to work on pianos as a sideline., .

"1 used to spend my vacations going to school in
Germany to learn about piano-building and repair-
ing," he says.' .

Four yeaTS ago, Bolduc look early retirement froin
.the Sûreté to de vote himself full-lime to bis passion.
By then,he had already established a good business
in tuning,andrepairing pianos in cortcetfhalls across
Quebec and he also became a distributor'for several
lines of pianos.

Training his employees is another . "Ifs
1 almost impossible to find qualified for kind
1 ofwÇ>rk,~ Bolduc gays. "The onlyschool in

Canada with a,course on piano tuning ~epairing
is George Brown college in Toronto, and everi they
don't teach piano construction."

It's a family business for Bolduc. His wife helps to
manage the company while both his son and daughter
hav'e SUmmer jobs there while pursuing studies:in
wood-working and piano repaîr.

"With rriy chîldren interested in the. business, the fu-
ture îs good," he gays. "We've been careful riot to grow
too quickly and our best yeaTS are stiU ahead."

And one of these days, André Bolduc promises to
build that piano he's been dreaming about.
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